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Key Issues 

 

For more than 25 years, international and UN global conferences
1
 have repeatedly recognized that 

effective sustainable water resources management depends on the involvement of women at all levels 

of decision making, however this has translated into limited actions. 

 

Women are managers of water and natural resources, and play a central role in economic and a social 

live, therefore, institutions dealing with water must develop and implement appropriate gender equity 

policies. 

 

The failure to include a gender perspective in integrated water resources management (IWRM) has 

high costs, including inappropriate technologies, ill health, social dislocation, human rights violations, 

and severe environmental degradation.  

 

It must be recognized by governments, institutions, the scientific community, and NGOs, that 

women’s empowerment is central to poverty eradication—women constitute 70% of the worlds 

poor—and must, therefore, play a central role in developing viable solutions. 

  

 

Action Recommendations 

 

- Governments must recognize and enshrine water as a human right that entitles everyone to 

safe, sufficient, affordable and physically accessible water for personal and domestic use. 

 

- Polluting water and environmental resources in war situations should be officially registered 

as a crime against humanity. 

 

- All water and sanitation institutions must adopt and implement a gender equity policy to 

ensure gender mainstreamed in policies, programmes, budgets and projects. This should also 

include gender-sensitive monitoring and evaluation systems. 

 

- Local governments, utilities and public sector unions should make a commitment to poor 

women by developing ecologically sustainable, equitable, and affordable water and sanitation 

services. Women, themselves should define the priorities for implementation. 

 

                                                 
1 WSSD, Millennium Summit, CEDAW, Agenda 21 Chapter 18, 24, ICPD, International Conference on Freshwater 1992, The Beijing Platform of Action, 

Convention to Combat Desertification, 

 



- Recognizing that water rights are linked to land rights, governments should ensure women’s 

access to land, water, credit, technical inputs and training, and marketing, with a focus on 

developing sustainable agriculture. 

 

- Successful implementation of the WSSD and the MDGs will require the development of 

cross-cutting gender-sensitive indicators.  

 

- Strategies to respond and mitigate the impacts of climate change must take into consideration 

differences based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, and economic status.  

 

- Gender Responsive Budget Initiatives (GRBI) must be used in Integrated Water Resources 

Management (IWRM) to enable governments, NGOs, donors and multi-lateral agencies to be 

accountable to their commitments on gender equity, poverty eradication, sustainable 

development and rights-based governance. 

 

- Funds and other resources should be allocated to civil society organizations, particularly 

women, recognizing that women are full partners and not a recipient target group for water 

and sanitation projects. 

 

- Health, population and environment issues relating to water should be high on the water 

action agenda. 

 

- Water services should not be included in the WTO and any other trade agreements. Water 

accessibility and quality can be achieved without becoming a commodity for privatization by 

multi-national corporations. 

 

- Formal and regular inter-ministerial dialogue on gender should be established into the 

existing ministerial networks, in order to have an on-going exchange on progress made on 

the gender agenda in the context of integrated water resources management. 

 

 

 


